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proceeded to cross-examine me closely about the state of the organisa-
tion in S.W. Bethnal Green. When I asked him if there was any
special reason for this sudden interest in the division, and whether
a by-election was.contemplated, he indignantly repudiated such a
suggestion. However, a few weeks afterwards I received another
invitation to call on him, when he apologised for his misleading
reply on the previous occasion, and informed me that Pickersgill
was to be made a police court magistrate but he had been pledged
to keep it secret. The appointment would vacate his seat in Par-
liament. I told him I had already been approached by the local
Liberal Association, that they particularly wanted me to be the
candidate, that I had already fought two difficult seats, and I saw
no reason why I should stand down. He said they knew all this,
but that Pickersgill had been told, and agreed, that if Masterman
were not adopted, his appointment as magistrate would not be
gazetted. I replied I could not believe Pickersgill would lend
himself to such a bargain. Benn therefore insisted on driving me
round to Pickersgill's chambers, where I found he had accepted the
conditions. He pleaded eloquently with me to stand aside, said
he was quite sure that if I did not I would be adopted but that he
would continue in the House of Commons, and I would not get
the seat, that he would be deprived of his ambition to be a stipen-
diary, while a brilliant young Minister would remain out of Parlia-
ment, I was in a quandary. I was not in public life for what I
could get out of it and I did not like to press what looked like my
personal advantage. The Chief Whip, Elibank, added his appeal
and in the end I acquiesced. I think now I was wrong; I should
have stood firm, as events proved.

A meeting of the local association was called. Masterman was
there and his name was submitted. Someone at the back of the
hall moved my name as an alternative and it was received with
cheers. I had to refuse, someone shouting out that I had been
bought. A number of angry Radicals walked out of the meeting,
formed a Labour Association, and proceeded to adopt a candidate.

The by-election was a lively one but Masterman was duly
elected. But, alas, he was not to remain member for long.

Under the law as it then stood, if a member occupied an office
of profit under the Crown, he had to seek re-election. It did not
include Under Secretaries, but when Masterman was promoted to
be Chancellor of the Duchy, there had to be another by-election
in Bethnal Green, At this time the Health Insurance Bill was
before Parliament, stirring up a lot of sectional interest, which the
Tories exploited to the full. The suffragettes were on the rampage,
and a Labour candidate appeared in the field. All these forces
combined, proved too much for Masterman, and he lost the seat by